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Scope 

The Office of Secure Transportation’s (OST) Research and Analysis Division (RAD) continues to 
evaluate the potential threat conspiracy theories present to OST personnel and missions. This 
Reference Guide offers a description of various conspiracy theories to be found on social media and 
in other corners of the Internet. RAD will note those conspiracies which have presented, or may 
present, a potential threat to OST through misidentification or operational proximity. 

The reader should note the multitude of conspiracy theories, and varied versions thereof, make it 
nearly impossible to fully catalogue in a single document. Further, the reader may find a particular 
version of a conspiracy theory written from a different perspective with varied information. The goal 
of this document is not to lock the reader into a particular conspiracy narrative or version; but to 
provide the reader with an understanding of the main themes driving conspiracy true believers. 

The Information cut-off date for this product was March 31, 2021. 

RAD’s Mission 
RAD provides OST with the earliest detection of possible threat indicators to all levels of mission 
operations by delivering timely, relevant, and accurate intelligence through information gathering 
and analysis. 
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Introduction 

 
The term “conspiracy theory” invokes thoughts of secretive government agents, agencies, and 
events that exist outside of the general public’s understanding or control. Conspiracy theories often 
stem from real events; however, the narrative around real events may be manipulated to fit the 
narrative of existing conspiracy theories. The result is a newly interpreted reality where conspiracy 
theorists, those who follow and interpret conspiracy theories, reject official information from the news 
media and/or governmental leaders in favor of a “conspiracy” to explain the reported events.  
 
Conspiracy theorists (also referred to as “conspiracists”) generally reject “mainstream” information. 
“Question everything” is a phrase often quoted and leads conspiracists to seek alternative sources 
of information. These alternative information sources often push unverified or erroneous information 
and can be deliberately misleading. 
 
Conspiracy theories have led to violence. In recent years, several mass shootings have either been 
directly attributed to conspiracy theories or contained elements of conspiracy theories. In 2018, 
Robert Gregory BowersUSPER,1 posted online conspiracy theories about Jews before he killed 11 
people at a Jewish Synagogue. In November of 2013 Paul Anthony CianciaUSPER shot and killed a 
TSA agent. Ciancia carried a confession letter which spoke of his disdain for the New World Order.2 
In 2016, Edgar Maddison WelchUSPER entered a pizza parlor in Washington, D.C. with multiple 
weapons, looking for a child sex trafficking ring tied to high profile Democratic leaders that was said 
to operate from a basement in the restaurant.3 The basement did not exist. 
 
During the writing of this document, a riot ensued in Washington, DC on January 6th, 2021. The 
rioters, also referred to as insurrectionists, fought with police and forced their way into the US Capitol 
building looking for certain VIPs, including then US Vice President PenceUSPER. Some rioters were 
armed with firearms and some were carrying flexi-cuffs. One police officer died, and one protestor 
was shot and killed by police during the event. 
 
Conspiracy theories have direct and indirect implications for OST. In 2015, OST vehicles were 
incorporated into the JADE HELM conspiracy which stated the government intended to use a military 
exercise named JADE HELM to conduct a military coup of the United States. OST vehicles were 
perceived as part of the military forces preparing to carry out this attack. In July 2018, the ongoing 
Area 51 conspiracy theory, which states extraterrestrials, alien bodies, and/or alien technology are 
contained at Area 51, drew several thousand people to Rachel, Nevada for “Alienstock.” Participants 
indicated they intended to “storm the gates” with the intent of finding evidence to prove the 
conspiracy true. OST sent a contingent of agents to support the security effort at DOE’s Nevada 
National Security Site. In 2019, OST vehicles were misidentified as Immigration and Custom 
Enforcement vehicles, “ICE trucks,” responsible for transporting children from the border to various 
immigrant detention facilities. While OST did not experience complications due to the 
misidentification, an ICE detention facility was attacked in Tacoma, WA in July 2019. The manifesto 
of the attacker indicated he was acting in defiance of “concentration camps.” 
 
The multitude of emerging conspiracies, along with the number of permutations of existing ones, 
ensures OST will yet again be misidentified. The sections below discuss various conspiracy 
narratives in existence and the potential, if any, for OST to be included as part of a given conspiracy. 
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• Shill: A covert operative, usually representing a government, trying to steer perceptions and 

conversations favorable to one perspective on social media or another forum. 
 
• Sheeple: Anyone who accepts the world as presented. 

 
Differing conspiracies have similar structures and generally rely on the same emotional and 
psychological mechanisms. Although this document is not designed to be a discourse on the 
psychology of conspiracy theories, a few common psychological elements of conspiracies, along 
with some mechanical elements are briefly discussed below:ii 
 

• Issue or Event: The trigger for a conspiracy narrative is usually a newsworthy event or ongoing social 
issue. 

 
• Denial: The conspiracist will deny the reality of the event or issue. Events are usually labeled “False 

Flags,” and ongoing issues are usually labeled as “deliberate distractions.” Denial is not necessarily 
immediate; a conspiracist can be convinced to reject established narratives by other conspiracists at 
any time. 

 
• Evidence: The conspiracist will then create evidence or f ixate on evidence created by other 

conspiracists as proof of a conspiracy. 
 
• Explanation: The conspiracist then creates an explanation of events or the intent of a social distraction; 

or the conspiracist accepts the explanation provided by other conspiracists. 
 
• Incorporation: The new “truth” becomes part of the person’s vocabulary and worldly understanding. 

The conspiracy may become linked or incorporated into another established conspiracy. 
 
• Refusal of Counter Information: Once the conspiracy has been accepted and incorporated, the 

conspiracist is usually resistant to counter information and may accuse the person providing the 
counterproof as part of the conspiracy. 

 
The following chapters discuss specific conspiracies in detail. The above lists may assist the reader 
in understanding the multitude of social and psychological complexities accompanying conspiracy 
theories, and the challenges they present to law enforcement.  

 
ii The list is produced by RAD and is not intended to compliment or contradict any established academic work on the subject. RAD created this 
list to assist the reader with understanding the many social and analytical challenges surrounding conspiracy theories and conspiracists. 





 

 8  
OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

 
• Removal of the United States from the “Gold Standard”: Conspiracists claim a fiat currency allows 

a central bank, like the Federal Reserve, to deliberately place a nation in a cycle of perpetual debt, and 
under the control of international bankers.8 

 
• George H.W. Bush’s New World Order Speech: In the af termath of  Persian Gulf  War and the 

perceived evaporation of the global communist threat, President H.W. BushUSPER gave a speech to the 
United Nations Assembly in which he spoke of a “New World Order.” His comments were directed at 
the development of national economies, the ascension of international law, and “Pax Universalis.” vi 9 
Conspiracy theorists view this speech as a declaration of intent to begin the process of creating a one-
world government. 

 
Several international cooperative bodies exist that play a role in the conspiracy narrative including 
the Council of Foreign Relations, the Trilateral Commission, OPEC, the International Monetary 
Fund, and the World Bank. Events such as Presidential assassinations, treaties, wars, and even the 
moon landing may also play a role in the NWO, depending on who is telling the story. 
 
Elements of the New World Order 
 
As stated above, the NWO conspiracy, as with many conspiracies, has many variations which differ 
in detail. However, each has some form of the following elements: 
 

• A Single Global Government: The primary feature of the NWO is the single over-arching government 
which conspiracy theorists believe is emerging. The government is believed to be totalitarian in nature, 
superseding all other national sovereignties and laws. The global government will be protected by a 
global military and police force.10 

 
• One World Financial System: The NWO will have a single world f inancial system and single world 

currency.11 The f inancial system will be enforced through reserve banks across the globe.12 This sub-
plot has several variations to include accusations against “Zionist bankers”13 and a cartel of international 
bankers using communism to create a single global financial system and “rule the world.”14 

 
• The United Nations: The United Nations plays the role of  bureaucratic system of the one world 

government and will serve a supreme leader.vii 15 
 

 
vi  From Latin, “Universal Peace” 
vii  While the Satanic and Alien versions of the New World Order are clearer on who will oversee the NWO, the corporate and Zionist versions 

are not specific on leadership. The reader is left to assume a political process of some kind will produce a leader. 
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• Agenda 21: Conspiracists believe the “global elites” intend to reduce the human population by at least 
90 percent. viii  Conspiracists point to Agenda 21 of  the United Nations which speaks of  global 
sustainability, to include human population growth, as proof of their intent to reduce the population.16 
They also point to the Georgia Guidestones’ call for a human population “in perpetual balance with 
nature no more than f ive hundred million” (Figure 1) 17 Once the human population is reduced to 
manageable levels, the rest will be enslaved.ix 

 
• Radio Frequency Identification (RFID): According to conspiracists, the NWO intends to “enslave 

humanity” x  under a brutal and oppressive global government system. 18  An 
essential element of this conspiracy states every person will be forcibly issued a 
microchip that will be connected to a global communications system. The chip 
will allow the One World Government to actively monitor every citizen on the 
planet. Different variations of this theory include elements of 5G, bar codes, 
vaccines, and the “Mark of  the Beast.”19 The conspiracy has evolved over the 
years to incorporate new technology. At present, the emerging 5G cellular 
network is the alleged tool of the NWO’s RFID program. The origins of this 
conspiracy may go back hundreds of years, given the biblical aspects of this 
narrative. 20 More recently, conspiracists point to the UN’s ID2020 initiative which 
seeks to create a system where the entirety of  Earth’s inhabitants have an 
individual, trusted, and verifiable identity as proof of the global RFID program.21 

Key partners in the ID2020 initiative include the Rockefeller Foundation, Microsoft, and the United 
Nations, all frequent targets of conspiracies. 22 

 
• Citizen Disarmament: Conspiracy theorists believe it is just a matter of time before a full-fledged effort 

to repeal the Second Amendment is attempted. There are several versions of  this conspiracy in 
“Conspiracy Literature.” xi  In one version, the United Nations, acting 
through the UN Charter, orders the United States to completely disarm 
and turn over its military to the UN.23 It is unclear if the citizenry will also 
have to turn in their personal firearms, however, the at least one author 
maintains the UN Charter was written and passed to serve as the 
supreme law of  the planet.24 In another version, the US is overthrown 
during a national crisis, citizens of concern are incarcerated, and the US 
Constitution is replaced by a new constitution which forbids personal 
f irearm ownership.25 In other versions, a “leftist” government rescinds the 
Second Amendment. 26 In online discussions, the United Nations and 
“lef tist” ideology are often cited as the source of what is believed to be an 
inevitable “gun grab.” xii  Conspiracy theorists claim the purpose of  
removing weapons from US citizens is to ensure their compliance under 
a totalitarian government, likely the NWO.27 

 
The basic elements of the New World Order are visualized in Figure 2 below. 

 
viii  The population size inscribed on the Georgia Guidestones is the standard intended by Agenda 21 of the United Nations. 
ix  Google search term: “the great culling>new world order” 
x  Google search term: “New World Order>enslavement” 
xi  Author’s terminology 
xii  Facebook search term “gun grab” 
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For conspiracists, OPERATION NORTHWOODS serves as an explanation, at least in part, for the 
events of September 11th, 2001. Conspiracists also refer to this operation to prove a long-standing 
pattern of deceitful and malicious behavior on the part of the U.S. government.xv 
 
The False Flag narrative is also associated with the events of January 6th, 2021. Supporters of 
former President Donald Trump allege the rioters at the U.S. Capitol Building are from the leftist 
ANTIFA movement posing as Trump supporters (Figure 4).30, xvi 
 
Conspiracists also believe a global False Flag event will precipitate the One World Government.xvii 
 

   
Analyst Comment: Although not completely a False Flag accusation, OST was implicated in the 
JADE HELM conspiracy. JADE HELM was a military exercise which occurred across several states 
during which military forces were deployed in certain American towns to practice specific tactics 
prior to overseas deployment. 31  The conspiracy narrative regarding JADE HELM stated then 
President Barack ObamaUSPER would direct the military to take over the United States under the 
cover of a military exercise. The unusual look of OST’s vehicles led some to believe they were a 
part of JADE HELM, and by extension, part of the planned military take-over. 
 
Although OST agents did not suffer any violence, the volatile nature of the current political climate 
suggests a distressing conspiracy involving OST’s vehicles may lead to a confrontation with 
conspiracy-oriented citizens.  

 
xv Search engine criteria: “Operation Northwoods conspiracy,” and “False Flag conspiracy” 
xvi Taken from online social media conversations. 
xvii “Project Blue Beam,” “the plandemic,” and an expected major global financial collapse are all conspiracy narratives describing an alleged False 

Flag to create the One World Government. 
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Analyst Comment: Predictive programming does not represent a threat to OST. However, widely 
distributed mass media involving a fictitious nuclear accident, nuclear escort vehicles, or a theft of 
a nuclear device could bring attention to OST. RAD continues to monitor the evolution of various 
conspiracies on the Internet.  
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the Anti-Christ will reveal himself.

xxxii

xxix  xxx  Further accusations against the Vatican include 
conducting “black masses,” 39  ritual sacrifice, xxxi  and withholding vast amounts of secret 
information in hidden vaults.  

Spiritual Warfare: Conspiracy theorists who believe there is as a battle between God and Satan 
often claim the political differences between the two major American political parties is a “battle 
for America’s soul.”xxxiii 

The Mark of the Beast: The Mark of the Beast

xxxiv

40 is a frequent feature in Christian apocalyptic 
discussions. Conspiracy theorists blend their faith with emerging narratives involving RFID, 
FEMA camps,41 and Agenda 21.  In short, conspiracy theorists of the religious persuasion 
believe all citizens of the world will be required to wear the mark of the beast to conduct any kind 

of transaction. Those who 
refuse will be arrested and sent 
to FEMA camps for execution. 42 

Many conspiracy theorists 
believe the NWO is working to 
erode belief in essential, core 
principles such as gun 
ownership, heterosexual 

marriage and romantic relationships, national sovereignty, and capitalism.43 However, Christian 
conspiracists view these changing values as a deliberate deception to turn the population away 
from Christ and traditional American values in preparation for the rule of the Anti-Christ.44 45 
 
Rejection of Science: Many conspiracists who view the world through the satanic interpretation 
of the NWO may reject scientific information such as Global Warming, health information, 
vaccines, astronautical explanations of the universe, and anything pertaining to evolution. In 
recent years, social media has seen a resurgence in “Flat Earthers,” conspiracy theorists who 
believe the world is flat, spins like a disc, and is contained within a dome, like a snow globe.xxxv  
 
Fallen Angels: Many conspiracists of the religious persuasion reject the idea of extraterrestrials 
in favor of fallen angels. The fallen angels are viewed as deceivers of man, working to separate 
humanity from God in various ways including the belief in extraterrestrial life, scientific discovery, 
and personal vices. xxxvi

xxxvii
 The deception is believed to be preparing the world for the Anti-

Christ.  
 
Adrenochrome: Adrenochrome is a pigment created during the oxidation of adrenaline.46 In 
another form, adrenochrome monosemicarbazone, the substance serves as a hemostatic in the 
bloodstream. 47 In conspiracy circles, adrenochrome is a substance the elite believe carries 
mystical powers. Various conspiracies indicate adrenochrome in its purest and most potent form 
can only be extracted from a child under torture at the time of death. Adrenochrome is discussed 
further below. 
 

 
xxix  Google search term “Vatican and the Anti-Christ” 
xxx  Not all Christian Apocalyptic conspiracy theorists hold unfavorable views of the Vatican. However, it is almost universally accepted the 

Vatican, at the very least, holds vast amount of information not available to rest of humanity.  
xxxi  Facebook search term “ritual sacrifice>Vatican” 
xxxii  Google search term “Vatican’s secret vaults” 
xxxiii This phrase is also used by non-conspiracy aligned politicians of all persuasions, including Democrats. Religious-based conspiracy theorists 

may take the idea a step further and try to invoke the power of God through prayer or incantation. 
xxxiv  Google search term “RFID>mark of the beast” 
xxxv  Google search term “new flat earth conspiracies” 
xxxvi  Among conspiracy theorists, the nature of sin can range from personal vices to believing in a scientific theory believed to stand in 

contradiction to the Bible. 
xxxvii  Google search term “fallen angels and the New World Order” 
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Conspiracists point to Masonic symbolism as proof the 
Freemasons intend to take over the world. Most recently, the 
Masonic imagery and phraseology on American currency has 
been interpreted to show the intent of the Freemasons. 
Conspiracy narratives include:lxix  
 

• An owl as a symbol of the Bilderberg Group and global elite 

• Hidden Pentagrams (Figure 10) 
• Burning Twin Towers when a 20-dollar bill is folded a certain way 

(Figure 10) 
• Ordo Ab Chao: “Order f rom Chaos”- usually interpreted by 

conspiracists to mean “first destroy, then recreate.” 

• Novus Ordo Seclorum: “New Order of the Ages” – interpreted 
by conspiracists to read “New World Order.” 

 
Illuminati: The term “Illuminati” usually refers to the Bavarian 
Illuminati founded on May 1st, 1776 and had the stated goal of 
replacing Christianity with a “religion of reason.” 107  The 
Illuminati movements lxx  were an outgrowth of the 
Enlightenment Period of the 17th and 18th centuries.108 
 
Conspiracists claim the Illuminati are the “elite” ruling class of 
the NWO.109 110 There are a multitude of conspiracy books, websites, and social media videos which 
discuss the Illuminati’s alleged role in the NWO Conspiracy. Some conspiracy narratives overlap 
the Freemasons with the Illuminati; 111  a narrative which most likely stems from the Bavarian 
Illuminati’s entry into Masonic Lodges to recruit targeted individuals and grow influence.112 
 
As with the Freemasons, the Illuminati were accused of satanic worship; an allegation which 
continues into modern NWO conspiracies.113 

  

 
lxix Information on alleged hidden Masonic messaging on US currency can be researched by typing “dollar bill conspiracy” into a search engine. 
lxx Several groups used the name “Illuminati” across Europe during the Period of Enlightenment, some of which existed before the Bavarian 

Illuminati. 
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The QAnon movement has undergone 
some changes since the 2020 election, 
which “Q” repeatedly stated was going to be 
won by Donald Trump. Many QAnon 
supporters do not accept the results of the 
election and have created numerous 
explanations for their beliefs. Others do 
accept the results of the election and have 
left the QAnon movement. 
 
Among those who accept the election 
results, some QAnon supporters have left 
the conspiracy movement and returned to 
the non-conspiracy world. Others have 
remained supporters of the former 
President, while others have created 
conspiracy theories against Donald Trump 
or the Republican Party.lxxii 
 

For QAnon followers who do not accept the election results as real, some have remained in the 
movement, firmly loyal to Donald and await his prophesized return. Others who remain with QAnon 
have rejected Donald Trump, believe the “Deep State” won, and vow to continue the fight.lxxiii 
 

For some QAnon followers, the QAnon movement was a counterintelligence operation based on the 
Soviet “OPERATION TRUST” of the Bolshevik era. OPERATION TRUST was designed by the 
communists to lure anti-communists into a front organization for the purposes of identifying and 
arresting enemies of the Bolshevik Revolution.118 
 
Another conspiracy emerged among remaining QAnon supporters stating Donald Trump did not 
actually lose the election and would return for inauguration on March 4th, 2021. When that date did 
not reveal Trump’s return, new dates were proposed. 
 
The March 4th Conspiracy is based on the Sovereign Citizen narrative that America became a 
corporation under the District of Columbia Organic Act of 1871. The law uses standard language for 

 
lxxii Information was obtained by reviewing posts on social media sites to include FacebookUSPER, TwitterUSPER, RedditUSPER, GabUSPER, and Telegram. 
lxxiii Ibid 
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Analyst Comment: Although Sovereign Citizen conspiracies are intertwined with QAnon 
conspiracies, which are briefly discussed here, the information does not represent the beliefs of 
Sovereign Citizens in totality. Sovereign Citizens will be discussed in a compendium to this 
document.  
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